
 
RECREATION & COMMUNITY  
ENHANCEMENT COMMITTEE 

 
A G E N D A 

 
TOWN OF CHINCOTEAGUE 

 
August 21, 2007 - 6:30 P.M. – Council Chambers - Town Hall

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
OPEN FORUM / PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
AGENDA ADOPTION: 
 
 
 

1. Maintenance Code Review 
 

2. Playground Equipment Assessment (by Jared Anderson) 
 

3. Committee Member Comments 
 

 
ADJOURN:  
 



MEMORANDUM 
 

To:  Parks, Recreation, and Community Enhancement Committee 

Via:  Mr. Robert Ritter, Town Manager   

From:  Mr. Jared B. Anderson, Town Planner 

Date:  August 17, 2007 

Subject: Possible Maintenance Code  

 

Please review and if you have any questions please feel free to contact me (email: 
jared@chincoteague-va.gov, or 336-6519). 

 

 

The staff would like to introduce the concept of implementing a Property Maintenance Code on 
Chincoteague. There are two attachments that may help introduce this concept to the Committee. 
The first attachment is the “International Property Maintenance Code, 2000” published by the 
International Code Council (ICC). The staff highlighted Sections 108, 109, 110, 301, 302,303, 304, 
305, and 306 of the Code. Please come by the office if you would like to see the entire Code book. 
 
The second attachment is from the Virginia Beach Municipal Code which shows part of “Chapter 
23- Offenses Miscellaneous.” This ordinance might be a good example with which the committee 
can begin discussions of possibly implementing a property maintenance code.  
 
 

 
 

mailto:jared@chincoteague-va.gov
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Virginia Beach, Virginia 
Municipal Code 

Chapter 23 Offenses Miscellaneous  

 

Sec. 23‐48. Open storage of rusted, junked, etc., machinery, equipment, etc. 

(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to place or leave, on any property in the city, any 
dilapidated furniture, appliance, machinery, equipment, building material or other item, 
which is either in a wholly or partially rusted, wrecked, junked, dismantled or inoperative 
condition and which is not completely enclosed within a building. Any such item which 
remains on the property for a period of seven (7) days after notice of violation of this section 
is given to the owner of such property shall be presumed tobe abandoned and subject to 
being removed from the property by the city or its agents without further notice. In the event 
any such item is so removed, the cost of removal, including an administrative fee in the 
amount of one hundred dollars ($100.00), shall be charged to the owner of the property. Any 
such charge which is not paid within thirty (30) days of the date on which it is billed to the 
owner shall constitute a lien upon the property and may be collected in any manner provided 
by law for the collection of taxes. 
(b)   This section shall not apply to any licensed junk dealers or establishments engaged in 
the repair, rebuilding, reconditioning or salvaging of equipment. 
(c)   A violation of this section shall constitute a class 1 misdemeanor. In addition to any 
other remedy provided herein, the code enforcement administrator may institute legal action 
to enjoin the continuing violating of this section. 
(d)   The provisions of this section shall not apply to any parcel of land greater than one acre 
in size which is located in an agricultural zoning district and used principally for agricultural 
or horticultural purposes. 

(Ord. No. 1016, § 17-12(B), 1-14-80; Ord. No. 1917, 10-2-89; Ord. No. 1930, 10-23-89; 
Ord. No. 2130, 5-12-92; Ord. No. 2205, 2-9-93; Ord. No. 2469, 1-13-98) 

 

 



Sec. 23‐49. Abandoned or discarded refrigerators and other airtight 

containers. 

(a)   It shall be unlawful for any person to discard, abandon, leave or allow to remain in any 
place any icebox, refrigerator or other container, device or equipment of any kind with an 
interior storage area of more than two (2) cubic feet of clear space which is airtight, without 
first removing the door or hinges from such icebox, refrigerator, container, device or 
equipment. 
(b)   This section shall not apply to any icebox, refrigerator, container, device or equipment 
which is being used for the purpose for which it was originally designed or is being used for 
display purposes by any retail or wholesale merchant or is crated, strapped or locked to such 
an extent that it is impossible for a child to obtain access to any airtight compartment 
thereof. 
(c)   Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a class 3 
misdemeanor. 

(Code 1965, § 23-26; Ord. No. 1016, § 17-12(C), 1-14-80) 
State law references:  Similar provisions, Code of Virginia, § 18.2-319.   

 

Sec. 23‐50. Accumulations of trash, garbage, etc., or excessive growth of 

weeds or grass. 

(a)   Except as provided in subsection (e) hereof, upon determination by the director of 
housing and neighborhood preservation, the code enforcement administrator, or any 
inspector of the department of housing and neighborhood preservation, whether temporarily 
or permanently employed as such, that there exists upon any land or premises within the 
city, including the area between such land or premises and the curb line, any trash, garbage, 
refuse, litter or similar substances, except as may be placed thereon for purposes of 
collection in accordance with chapter 31 of this Code, notice shall be served on the owner of 
such land or premises or his or her agent, or on the occupant thereof, or both, to cause such 
trash, garbage, refuse, litter or similar substances to be removed from such land or premises 
within seven (7) days from the date of such notice. 
(b)   Except as provided in subsections (e) and (f) hereof, upon determination by the director 
of housing and neighborhood preservation, the code enforcement administrator, or any 
inspector of the department of housing and neighborhood preservation, whether temporarily 
or permanently employed as such, that there exists on any land or premises within the city, 
including the area between such land or premises and the curb line, any grass, weeds, brush 
or similar vegetation in excess of ten (10) inches in height, notice shall be served on the 
owner of such land or premises or his or her agent, or on the occupant thereof, or both, to 
cause such grass, weeds, brush or similar vegetation to be cut and removed from such land 
or premises within seven (7) days from the date of such notice. 
(c)   Service of the notice provided for in subsections (a) and (b) shall be by first-class mail, 
personal delivery or posting in a conspicuous place upon the land or premises; provided, 



however, that if the land or premises are unoccupied and the owner or his or her agent 
cannot be found by the exercise of due diligence or are unknown, such notice shall be 
sufficient against the owner if given by first-class mail to the owner's last known mailing 
address and posted in a conspicuous place upon the land or premises. The code enforcement 
administrator and inspectors of the department of housing and neighborhood preservation 
are hereby authorized to deliver or post such notices. One notice (as provided for in 
subsection (b)) per growing season is hereby deemed reasonable notice to owners of vacant 
developed or undeveloped property to authorize the city to remove or contract for the 
removal of any excessive growth of grass, weeds, brush or similar vegetation for the entire 
growing season. 
(d)   Failure to comply with the terms of a notice issued and served as provided in this 
section within the time prescribed in such notice shall constitute a Class 2 misdemeanor. In 
addition to any penalties imposed hereunder, the city may institute legal action to enjoin the 
continuing violation of this section and may remove or contract for the removal of such 
trash, garbage, refuse, litter or similar substances or grass, weeds, brush or similar 
vegetation, in which event the cost and expenses thereof, including an administrative fee in 
the amount of one hundred dollars ($100.00), shall be chargeable to and paid by the owner 
or occupant of the land or premises. Any such charge which is not paid within thirty (30) 
days of the date on which it is billed to the owner of such land or premises shall constitute a 
lien upon the property and may be collected in any manner provided by law for the 
collection of taxes; provided, however, that no such lien shall be valid against any owner of 
land or premises who was not served with the notice prescribed in subsection (a) or (b) 
hereinabove, as the case may be. 
(e)   The provisions of this section shall not apply to any parcel of land greater than one (1) 
acre in size which is (1) located in an agricultural zoning district or enrolled in the land use 
assessment program and (2) used principally for agricultural, silvicultural or horticultural 
purposes. 

  (f)   The provisions of subsection (b) shall not apply to the following areas: 
(1)   Portions of undeveloped lots, parcels or tracts of land which are not located within one 
hundred fifty (150) feet of a paved road; 
(2)   Portions of undeveloped lots, parcels or tracts of land which are not located within one 
hundred fifty (150) feet of any other property, developed or undeveloped, located in a 
Residential, Apartment, Business, Office, Resort Tourist or Industrial Zoning District; 
(3)   Portions of undeveloped lots, parcels or tracts of land which are inaccessible to power 
mowing equipment; 
(4)   Areas required by the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Ordinance [appendix F] or 
the Southern Watersheds Management Ordinance [appendix G] to be vegetated; 
(5)   Vegetated wetlands, as defined in the Wetlands Zoning ordinance [appendix A, article 
14]; 

  (6)   Nontidal wetlands located within Resource Protection Areas; 
  (7)   Coastal primary sand dunes; 
  (8)   State-designated Wildlife Habitat Areas; 

        (9)   Banks of detention ponds, streams, and other bodies of water, natural or manmade; 
  (10)   Banks of drainage easements; 

        (11)   Wooded areas, including understory vegetation; and 



(12)   Any other area required to be vegetated by reason of the application of the City 
Zoning Ordinance [appendix A], Subdivision Ordinance [appendix B], Site Plan Ordinance 
[appendix C], Stormwater Management Ordinance [appendix D], Chesapeake Bay 
Preservation Area Ordinance [appendix F], Southern Watersheds Management Ordinance 
[appendix G], or any other ordinance or provision of law. 
(g)   As used in this section, the term "developed" shall refer to any lot, parcel or tract of 
land upon any portion of which there has been placed any building, structure or other 
improvement or upon any portion of which there has been any land-disturbing activity, 
including, without limitation, paving, filling, grading, dredging, clearing or excavating. 

(Code 1965, §§ 17-25, 17-26, 17-28, 17-30--17-32; Ord. No. 1016, § 17-12(A), 1-14-81; 
Ord. No. 1232, 11-2-81; Ord. No. 1750, 12-7-87; Ord. No. 1918, 10-2-89; Ord. No. 1952, 5-
7-90; Ord. No. 2197, 12-8-92; Ord. No 2469, 1-13-98; Ord. No. 2645, 6-26-01) 

Cross references:  Solid waste, Ch. 31.   

 

Sec. 23‐50.1. Removal of certain trees. 

(a)   Upon determination by the code enforcement administrator or the city arborist, or the 
officers or employees of their respective departments, that there exists upon any land or 
premises within the city any tree which, by reason of disease, death, injury, infirmity or 
other condition, presents a danger to property or to the health and safety of persons or other 
trees or vegetation, notice shall be served upon the owner of such land or premises or his or 
her agent or upon the occupant thereof to cause such tree to be removed within a reasonable 
period of time, not less than seven (7) days nor more than thirty (30) days, specified in such 
notice. If the danger presented by such tree may be eliminated by the removal of a portion of 
such tree, the notice shall specify the portion or portions of the tree to be so removed. For 
purposes of this section, the term "tree" shall be construed to include the plural of the term. 
(b)   Service of the notice provided for herein shall be by personal service or by certified or 
registered mail. In the event the land or premises are vacant and the owner thereof or his or 
her agent cannot be found by the exercise of due diligence, such notice shall be given by 
certified or registered mail to the last-known residence or post office box address of the 
owner and, in addition thereto, shall be posted in a conspicuous place upon the premises. 
Service of such notice upon one owner or occupant in anymanner provided for herein shall 
be sufficient in the event such land or premises is owned or occupied jointly. 
(c)   Failure to comply with the terms of a notice issued and served as provided in this 
section within the time prescribed by such notice shall be punishable as a Class 4 
misdemeanor. In addition to any fine imposed hereunder, the code enforcement 
administrator may, in the name of the city, institute legal action to enjoin the continuing 
violation of this section and may remove or contract for the removal of any such tree or 
portion thereof, in which event the cost of such removal, including an administrative fee in 
the amount of one hundred dollars ($100.00), shall be charged to the person or persons 
named in the notice and collected by action at law or as delinquent real estate taxes are 
collected, or both. The remedies provided for herein shall be cumulative in nature. 



(d)   The provisions of this section shall not amply to any parcel of land greater than one 
acre in size which is located in an agricultural zoning district and used principally for 
agricultural or horticultural purposes. 
(Ord. No. 1675, 4-13-87; Ord. No. 1919, 10-2-89; Ord. No. 1931, 10-23-89; Ord. No. 2130, 
5-12-92; Ord. No 2469, 1-13-98) 
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